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1. Inventory existing bathroom: what works, what doesn’t work (i.e. not enough counter 
space for 2, not enough storage, it’s always “messy” looking)  

 
2. Create you Wants, Needs, and Wish List for the bathroom.  (i.e. drawers for 
underwear/ lingerie, clothes line in the shower for my workout clothes/ coffee and wine 
bar)  

 
3. Research bathrooms online or in a bath showroom, for bath ideas that appeal to you 
(i.e. Houzz, Pinterest).  Create a notebook with photos of even the smallest details that 
will work for your lifestyle (i.e. ledge below mirror/ above faucet for pretty toiletries, 
bottles you use every day)  

 
4. Continue to add to your Wants, Needs, and Wish List.  Make sure you involve your 
spouse/ partner for their ideas.  

 
5. Measure footprint of existing bathroom (note location of existing plumbing and 
electric.  To save money, you might consider reusing existing plumbing and electric 
locations).  

 
6. Measure and do elevation drawings of your existing cabinets.  This will help you 
distinguish what works/ doesn’t work and will give you ideas for what you want in your 
new design.  

 
7. Measure any adjoining spaces that might be incorporated to expand storage/ increase 
function of your new bath.  Look at adjoining areas like dressing room, closets, etc. that 
are not being well utilized and could possibly be included in your renovation.  

 
8. Create detailed, dimensioned CAD drawing/ blueprint of your existing bathroom and 
adjoining areas (you may need professional assistance for this).  Print on vellum to overlay 
onto (3) new design layouts.  

 
9. Review your combined Wants, Needs, and Wish List.  Update as needed.  

 
10. Design at least (3) bathroom layouts that include all items on your Wants, Needs and 
Wish List.  Include as many Wish List items that you can.   
 
11. “Magic of 3” designs.  The purpose of creating at least (3) designs is to help you 
visualize why one design might work better in certain areas than others for your lifestyle.  
It is a way of analyzing the use of space differently.  It will also help to distinguish ways you 
can (or cannot) incorporate certain “Wish List” items into your budget.  
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12. Thoroughly analyze the (3) designs.  Determine which design or parts of each design 
work best for your lifestyle.  Use the (3) designs to generate a 4th or 5th design to continue 
to improve upon and refine the layout that best suits your wants, needs, and wish list.   

 
13. Finalize your bathroom design.  Thoroughly dimension each area, including ceiling 
heights.  Reconfirm your field measure, adjust as necessary.  100% accuracy is critical to 
final outcome, ordering, and installation.  

 
14. Overlay vellum on top of new final bathroom layout.  Confirm exact location of 
existing plumbing to repurpose where possible.  

 
15. Do elevation drawings of your new bathroom layout to include the following: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
16. Lighting plan for final layout.  We recommend using dimmers for all lighting.  Include 
minimum of (3) types of lighting: 

 
 
 
 
 

17. Do a switching plan for all lighting.  Experience being in the space, walking through it.  
Where and how would you want those areas to be lit?  We recommend both overhead 
and sconce lighting near mirror and vanity.   

 

18. Layout electrical outlets per needs and per code.  Mark up plan.  We recommend 
outlets inside of vanity towers or inside of vanity drawers to plug in hair dryer, tooth 
brush, razor, etc.  
 
19. Select/ Coordinate the following materials and finishes: 
 
 

A. Cabinetry 
B. Shower Walls, 4 walls for tile elevation (including shampoo niche and seating)  
C. Bath Walls, 3 walls for tile elevation s 
D. Linen closet/ cabinets 
E. Closets, 4 walls (if part of renovation) 

A. Overall ambient light  
B. Task lighting  
C. Decorative lighting (i.e. pendants, sconces, etc.)  
D. Vent/ lighting  

A. Cabinet Door and Hardware: style, wood species, finishes, vendor, inset or overlay.  
Details: mouldings, trim pieces.  Spec sheet, provide actual door style and hardware 
sample/ location.  
 

B. Countertops: Material  (i.e. granite, quartz, solid surface).  If granite secure slab(s) for 
your project.  Spec sheet, provide actual sample size, spec, finish, thickness, edge detail. 
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C. Shower Walls/ Backsplash above vanity: materials (i.e. granite, quartz, 
ceramic, solid surface, laminate)  

 
D. Shower Door Glass: Type/ thickness/ finish/ hardware  

 
E. Flooring: Material (i.e. ceramic, marble, porcelain).  Base moulding layout/ 
detailed drawings for design layout.  Base moulding selection, detail, height, 
detail of termination at intersection of tub, shower, doors, etc.  Spec sheet, 
provide photo, actual sample of material, dimension, finish  

 
F. Lighting/ Vents: ambient, task, decorative (pendant, chandeliers, sconces).  
Determine exact location on lighting plan.  Include distance off wall and height 
off floor (pendant/ sconces).  We recommend sconce lighting behind commode 
as a decorative yet functional lighting application.  Spec sheets, photos, 
dimensions, amp, finish  

 
G. Fixtures:  
             - Sink(s) pedestal, under mount, surface mount, wall mount,  
               material finish.  Provide spec sheet, photos, size, finishes 
             - Faucet(s): lever, handle, 4” center or 8” center, wall mounted, deck  
               mounted, finish.  Provide spec sheet, photo, size, finish  
             - Shower Head(s)/ Shower Controls: Provide spec sheet, photo, size, finish  
             - Tub: Provide spec sheet, photo, size, finish  
             - Tub Faucet/ Controls: Provide spec sheet, photo, size, finish 
             - Toilet: Floor mount or wall mount, comfort height or standard height,  
                finish, hardware finish.  Provide spec sheet, photo, size, finish  

If you are considering a bath, kitchen or whole-house renovation, and would like to know 
more about how  to navigate the design and construction process, book a complimentary 
30 minute call (https://calendly.com/rwilkins/coaching-call-with-rita?month=2020-07) 
with me to discuss the process and our interior design services.  

Rita Wilkins, President, Design Services Ltd. is an interior design expert, bestselling author, 
and TEDx speaker. For the past 35 years, she has working with clients throughout the US to 
design beautiful spaces and create innovative design solutions that work for the individual 
client’s lifestyle.  Known as a “hands-on” designer, Rita will work with you – and for you, 
leading you through the process and many complex decisions. She helps remove the 
stress, save time and money and deliver the results you dream of but may not know how 
to accomplish them on your own.  
 

www.DesignServicesLtd. | 302-475-5663 | Rwilkins@DesignServicesLtd.com  
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